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NEXT MEETING 
 

Saturday   

January 15, 2011  
 

 

 A REVERSE MORTGAGE—IS IT RIGHT  

    FOR YOU? 
 

 Ed Moda, Acceptance Capital MortgageEd Moda, Acceptance Capital MortgageEd Moda, Acceptance Capital MortgageEd Moda, Acceptance Capital Mortgage 
 

A Reverse Mortgage is a government insured program 
that was created by the FHA to allow senior citizens 
over the age of 62 to access the equity in their homes as 
a tax-free income without making any monthly pay-
ments during their lifetime or until the home is sold. 
 

Ed Moda, a mortgage professional with over 18 years 
experience specializing in reverse mortgages, will     
present a short, concise description of what a reverse 
mortgage is, the advantages of such a mortgage and how 
it works. 
 

Since an overwhelming percentage of our members are 
over 62, this should be a subject of interest to everyone. 
So, plan now to attend and enjoy a program of interest, a 
great breakfast and the fellowship for which we are   
famous. 

 

THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

Chapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter Messenger    

 

Pearl Harbor -- A Promise Fulfilled 
 

On December 7, 2010 it was my privilege to travel 
with my wife Carole to Pearl Harbor.  As a National 
Vice President, Carole was representing the     
Daughters of the American Colonists at the Pearl 
Harbor Commemoration service at the WWII Valor 
in the Pacific Monument, staffed by the National Park 
Service and including the Arizona Memorial.  This 
was the 69th anniversary of the attack and the     
opening and dedication of the new $56 million visitor 
center and museum.  With every passing year there 
are fewer who were there on December 7, 1941, who 
witnessed the shock, bombs, and bloodshed and who 
actually do "Remember Pearl Harbor".  The toll of 
the attack that day:  2,390 men, women and children 
killed: 21 ships of the Pacific Fleet sunk or damaged; 
and 75% of the planes on Oahu airfields damaged or 
destroyed.  December 7, 2010 there were about 3,000 
people including 200 survivors attending the annual 
commemoration at the back lawn of the expanded 
visitor center.  From the flyover to the USS Chafee 
passing in review with the sailors lining the deck   
saluting the survivors to Jim Nabors singing the     
Nat ional  Anthem the  ce remon y was                  
memorable.  What I will cherish most was the       
moments that I shared with the survivors, recalling 
their experiences that day. 
 

We arrived back home in time to attend the Christmas 
Party.  What an outstanding job done by Bob Wagers 
and his helpers.  And weren’t the deserts prepared by 
Chapter First Lady Joyce and State First Lady Jan the 
best? It was the highest turnout that we have ever had 
at one of our December gatherings. 
 

Carole and I will not be at the January meeting.  We 
will be enjoying the sunshine of Kauai. 
  
  
 

PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

 

LAST MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Mr. Frank Wilson, Past Grand Master of the               
Independent Order of Odd Fellows in Washington State, 
presented an enlightening review of an organization that 
for the most part, has been “below the horizon” for most 
of us. 
 

Consisting of men, women and juniors, the Odd Fellows 
are a service organization with a heart. Among their 
many activities are managing cemeteries, homes for the 
aged and orphanages. They also promote the UN       
Pilgrimage for Youth and a living legacy to plant trees.  
 

Mr. Wilson explained that the “Three Link Emblem” of 
the Odd Fellows, which stands for Friendship, Love and 
Truth, is the chain that binds its members together and 
illustrates that our communities are strongest when 
joined together. A great program enjoyed by 26      
members and guests. 

Darrell 



 

   CHAPTER BULLETIN 

    BOARD 

 

NoteNoteNoteNote!      !      !      !          

   

                                            LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Jan 15     Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill, 9AM 
     Program: “A Reverse Mortgage  - Is it Right  

     for You? 
 

Jan 18    Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 

Feb 19    Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill, 9AM 

 

        VETERANS MEMORIAL  

       MUSEUM CORNER 
      “They Shall Not Be Forgotten” 

 

We will once again be collecting at our January   
meeting in support of this distinguished museum. All 
donations are tax deductible. Make checks payable to 
VMM.  
 

Of interest to all, the founder and director of VMM, Lee 
Grimes, retired December 31 and has been replaced by 
Chip Duncan, the previous deputy. A great article on the 
Museum was included in the December 23, 2010 edition of 
the Tacoma News Tribune. 

 

A BIG CHAPTER WELCOME TO 
OUR NEWEST MEMBER 

 

Edward Tropp 

NoteNoteNoteNote!  
    !      !      !          

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
CHAPTER OFFICERS 

2011-2012 
 

 

President   Darrell Holt 

Immediate Past President Lee Thomasson 
Vice President   Russ Pringle 
Secretary   Bob Wagers 
Treasurer   Mark Difford 
Chaplain   Dick Seiber 
Genealogist   Chuck Waid 
Historian   Jerry Hull 
Trustee   Dick Heinmiller 
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       CHAPTER CHRISTMAS 
 PARTY & INSTALLATION OF  
                  OFFICERS 
 

Forty-three compatriots and guests shared a festive 
evening of great food, the singing of Christmas Carols, 
camaraderie and a visit from the old gentleman him-
self, Santa Claus. And to top it off, our officers for 
2011-2012 were properly installed by our very popular 
State President, Bob Doughty. 
 

Besides Bob & Jan Doughty, our guests included State 
VP Jim Lindley and his wife, Teri; President of the 
newly chartered John Paul Jones Chapter, Doug     
Nelson and his wife Kathryn; President of the Cascade 
Centennial Chapter, Gary Pearson and his wife,   
Caroline; the daughter of Jerry and Dorothy Hull, 
Michele’; guests of Compatriot Bob Anderson,       
Matthew and Grace Kieswether; and guests of     
Compatriot Alan Pescheck, Bob & B.J. Hitchcock. 
 

Our thanks to all that attended and helped to make this 
such a special evening. 

  

 Happy New Year to 
all our Members and 
their families. 

  

A Message from the Raffle 

Chair 
 

We will  be welcoming a new Raffle Chair at our 
January meeting, Compatriot Dick Heinmiller. 
Let’s make his job easy by collecting those raffle prizes and 
bringing them to the meeting. The “rule of thumb”        

remains: “The prize should be of a quality that you the 

donor would want to win.” On behalf of Compatriot Dick  
and the Chapter Treasury, we thank you for your help.  

FOR THE RECORD 
 

The November collections & bank balance: 
 

Happy Dollars                 $   14.00 
Raffle            65.00 
Veterans Memorial Museum       169.00 
Chapter Bank Balance, 5/15/10             2648.79 
 

 

 

CHAPTER MESSENGER STAFF DOUBLES 
 

We welcome to the staff of the Chapter Messenger Chapter Messenger Chapter Messenger Chapter Messenger 
Compatriot Bob O’Neal. Bob will be providing       
articles of interest to the members starting with a four 
or five part history of Alexander Hamilton, the first of 
which is at Page 5 of this Edition. 



ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President Darrell Holt 

Immediate Past President Lee Thomasson 
Vice President Russ Pringle 

Secretary Bob Wagers 
Treasurer Mark Difford 
Chaplain Dick Seiber 

Genealogist Chuck Waid 
Historian Jerry Hull 

Trustee Dick Heinmiller 
Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 

   Newsletter Editor Bob Wagers 

COMPATRIOT         

ACTIVITIES 

Compatriot Glenn Oliver has been awarded the 
“Distinguished Service Medal for Exceptional     
Military Service” by the Governor of Minnesota. 
 

As noticed under the President’s Message, President 

Darrell Holt and wife Carole will miss the January 
meeting because they will be “enjoying the sunshine of 
Kauai.” (Ed. What a lame excuse for missing a meet-
ing.) 
 

Compatriots Lee Thomasson and Bob Wagers will 
continue to serve as State Committee Chairs: Lee as 
Co-Chair of the Eagle Scout Committee and Bob as 
Chair of the ROTC/JROTC Committee. 
 
 

We don’t have the pleasure of seeing Compatriot John 

Welsh often, but he is good about keeping us up to 
date on his activities. The most recent update follows: 
 

“Bob, some news.  I was awarded this week a medal 
from La Renaissance Francaise, an international      
cultural organization under the high patronage of the 
French President and cabinet including Foreign Affairs 
and Defense, for “eminent services in promoting 
French history and culture”.  But will that give me a 
free cup of coffee at a Paris café?   
 

At the same time I was admitted to the International 
Napoleonic Society by His Serene Highness Prince 
Charles Napoleon.  In our state, I’m a Lieutenant   
General in the honorific Association of Washington 
Generals under the patronage of the Lieutenant      
Governor,  President of the Senate.  A long haul from 
a  Sergeant in the UW ROTC!   My father, a Colonel 
in the US Army, would be smirking in his grave.  But 
he had already informed me that my inclusion in 
“Who’s Who in America” is equivalent to a US Major 
General.  “Humor in Uniform”. “Dad, I salute you. 
Best regards to you and my colleagues.”  John Welsh 
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Patriotism runs in the family 
By Margaret Sherman Lutzvick 

 

It was with great pride that, on Saturday October 16, 
2010, Robert Gray Chapter Registrar Margaret 
Sherman Lutzvick witnessed the induction of her son 
Reginald (Skip) Thomas Lutzvick II into the Alexander 

Hamilton Chapter of SAR. Although he had the pick of 
several ancestors, Skip entered under the same patriot 
as his mother did, and that was Orderly Sgt. James  
Taylor Lanman. When first asked if he was interested 
in joining SAR, Skip jumped at the chance.  And the 
chance turned out to be a memorable event for more 
than one reason.  Not only was he showing his patriot-
ism, but his membership also evoked some memories 
of long ago for the President of the Alexander Hamilton 

Chapter.  
 

The President was Lee Thomasson of Hoquiam, and he 
was a close Hoquiam High School friend of Skip's dad, 
Reggie Sr.  During his part of the ceremony, Lee 
warmly remembered his old friend Reggie (1940-
1992). And that made the moment all the more poign-
ant. The connection to the past, and that his father was 
mentioned, made the day even more meaningful to 
Skip. The ceremony itself was both noteworthy and 
touching. It went as follows. 
 

 The State President, Bob Doughty, called the 
role for the patriots; 
 "Sgt. James Taylor Lanman?"  Silence. 
 "Sgt. James Taylor Lanman, are you present?"  
Silence 
 "Hearing no response, will someone stand in for 
him?" 
 "I will," responded Skip Lutzvick. 
 "And who sir, are you?" 
 And the patriot's descendant responded with his 
name. 
 

This same process was held for all three inductees 
sworn into the Alexander Hamilton Chapter. It was 
quite an event to witness. After the above process, each 
inductee was given a rosette pin in the colors of George 
Washington's coat. As Mr. Doughty pinned them on, it 
was quite evident that each man was proud to have 
earned the rosette   

L-R Lee 
Thomasson, 
Skip Lutzvick, 
Marge Lutzvick 



A BIG Thank You to.. 
 

… Lee and Joyce Thomasson for your leadership 
over the past two years. You are a great team. 
 

… Darrell Holt for your great mix of programs in 
2009-2010. 
 

… Russ Pringle for running a spirited and lucrative 
raffle. 
 

… to all our 2009-2010 officers for your contribu-
tion to our chapter’s vitality and well being. 
 

… to State President Bob and Jan Doughty for 
faithfully attending our meetings. Your presence was 
an inspiration to us all. 
 

… to the Fife Bar and Grill kitchen and wait staff. 
for taking such good care of us for another year. You 
did an excellent job. 

On September 25, 2010, it was my 
special honor to dedicate the SAR  
Genealogical Research Library to  

Liberty & Learning. The library’s dedication is the 
culmination of a decade marked by an ever-
expanding project that grew not only in size, but also 
in national importance and supported steadfastly by 
SAR’s dedicated leadership and membership. 
 

The library’s dedication marks not only an ending 
but a new beginning. The next phase of construction 
will be crucial to the success of our National Society 
for it includes the SAR Museum—which will be       
receiving exhibits from the Smithsonian Institute—
and the national headquarters of the Sons of the 
American Revolution and the Center for Advancing 
America’s Heritage. The SAR Foundation has 
launched its Phase II Capital Campaign with the 
goal of raising $5 million to complete construction 
and endow our patriotic and educational outreach 
programs. Your continued generosity and support 

are required to see this project through completion. 
 

J. David Simpson, President General, 2010-2011 

 

Chapter Color Guard 
News 

 
Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 
reports that the Chapter Color Guard 
will be participating in two major 
events in the near future: 
 

February 21   102nd Annual George Washington       
Memorial Celebration at the University of  Washington. 
 

April 8  Massing of the Colors, Fort Lewis 
 

Color Guard Captain Lee reports that Compatriot Bob 
O’Neal is joining the color guard and has ordered a     
uniform similar to Lee’s (see above).. 

 

 

A Special Message From 
the President General 

Thomas Jefferson said: 
 

“I believe that banking institutions are more 
dangerous to our liberties than standing  
armies. If the American people ever allow 
private banks to control the issue of their 
currency, first by inflation, then by defla-
tion, the banks and corporations that will 
grow up around the banks will deprive the 
people of all property - until their children 
wake-up homeless on the continent their 
fathers conquered.” 
 

“The democracy will cease to exist when you take away 
from those who are willing to work and give to those 
who would not.” 
 

“I predict future happiness for Americans if they can  
prevent the government from wasting the labors of    
people under the pretense of taking care of them.” 
 

“My reading of history convinces me that most bad   
government results from too much government.” 
 

President Kennedy once said that a dinner for Nobel 
Laureates was the greatest concentration of brain power 
ever gathered at the White House, except when Thomas 
Jefferson dined alone. 

The Wisdom of Thomas Jefferson 
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SETTING IT STRAIGHT 
 

Accuracy is important to us on the MessengerMessengerMessengerMessenger 
staff. We take great care in our reporting and 
editing, but  errors do occur. We want to correct them. 
For instance, in the November 2010 issue: 
 

Page 3 - Under “For the Record” it was reported that 
Glenn Oliver survived the sinking of the  ARISAN 
MARU in 1941. The year was 1944.     

 

LIBERTY 
 

“...in America, justice will eventually  
triumph and the powerful, searing    
promise of our founding fathers will 
come true. I was taught  by my parents to always, 
always believe in America.” 
- General Colin Powell, former Secretary of State and former 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 



ALEXANDER HAMILTON  

- HERO OF THE REVOLUTION 
 

As a newly minted Son of the American Revolution, and Compatriot in Alexander 
Hamilton Chapter, I became curious to know more about ‘our’ Founder and his 
contribution to that glorious Revolution.   So I went online and to the library to 
find out for myself.  What I discovered was very interesting. 
 

His early life might be similar to many of our own and our ancestors’ lives and to that of millions of im-
migrants to America since then.  Born abroad, he began life in modest circumstances, was required to 
prove himself on his own merit, received help from a sponsor or two, chose military life as a way on-
ward and found himself in a historic war.  Unlike most of us he went on to become a successful states-
man and a famous American before his untimely death at age 49 in a duel with Aaron Burr.  Even so, 
Hamilton’s accomplishments are many and impact our nation today. 
 

My thought was that Hamilton’s military career might be of interest to other new “Sons” and perhaps to 
older Compatriots as well.   In keeping with the brevity of our newsletter and in view of our precious 
time, I begin a short series on Hamilton in the Revolution.  Most of this is taken from existing articles 
and biographies.  I will include a bibliography for Compatriots who wish to know more about his life 
and political achievements. 
 

“Alexander Hamilton did what we do; he just did it earlier.  Because he was a great man, he generally 
did it better.  His life and the life of his peers can guide and caution us.” (1) 
 

Early Life: 
Hamilton was born January 11, 1755, on the island of Nevis in the West Indies, the illegitimate son of 
James Hamilton, a merchant from Scotland, and Rachel Fawcett Levine, a doctor’s daughter who was 
divorced from a plantation owner. His unmarried parents separated when Hamilton was 9, and he went 
to live with his mother, who taught him French and Hebrew and how to keep the accounts in a small dry 
goods shop by which she supported herself and Hamilton’s older brother, James. She died of yellow fe-
ver in 1768. (2)  Alexander became an orphan at age 13. 
 

After her death, Hamilton, at 14, worked as a clerk in the Christiansted (St. Croix) office of a New York 
based import-export house. His employer was Nicholas Cruger, the 25-year-old scion of one of colonial 
America’s leading mercantile families, whose confidence he quickly gained. And in the Rev. Hugh 
Knox, the minister of Christiansted’s First Presbyterian Church, Hamilton found another patron. Knox, 
along with the Cruger family, arranged a scholarship to send Hamilton to the United States for his edu-
cation. (2) 
 

At age 17, he arrived in Boston in October 1772 and was soon boarding at the Elizabethtown Academy 
in New Jersey, where he excelled in English composition, Greek and Latin, completing three years’ 
study in one. Rejected by Princeton because the college refused to go along with his demand for acceler-
ated study, Hamilton went instead in 1773 to King’s College (now Columbia University), then located 
in Lower Manhattan. In events leading up to the excerpt that follows, Hamilton was swept up by revolu-
tionary fervor and, at age 20, dropped out of King’s College and formed his own militia unit of about 25 
young men. (2) 

 

1.  Brookhiser, Richard, Alexander Hamilton, American, Free Press, (1999) 

2.  Randall, Willard Sterne, “Hamilton Takes Command”, Smithsonian Magazine, January 2003 

[Next: Hamilton the Artilleryman!] 
 

                                                                                     Bob O’Neal 1/6/11 
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